
Module 405: The King James Bible 
The Authorized or King James Version. Public Domain, courtesy of Bible 
Gateway. Introduced and edited by Dan Graves. 

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.” 

The King James version came about as a conciliatory suggestion. 
The Puritans had managed to antagonize their king at the outset 
of his reign in a meeting with him at Hampton Court in 1604. In 
an effort to redirect the conversation, one of their leaders 
suggested a new Bible translation. 

A better suggestion could hardly have been made. King James 
was fond of all things scholarly and detested the popular 
translation of the day–the Geneva Bible. Enthusiastically 
embracing the idea, he developed a careful scheme for 
translation which involved dozens of scholars and included many 
checks and rechecks. From it emerged the beautiful text we 
possess, which soon supplanted all rivals and moulded the 
English language. 

We have made representative excerpts from the Law, history, 
Psalms, wisdom literature, and prophets of the Old Testament. 
Likewise, from the New Testament we have selected passages 
from the gospels (a teaching and a prayer of Christ), from Acts, 
from the epistles, and from the Apocalypse. 

Deuteronomy 6: Teaching About God 
 

1 Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the 
judgments, which the LORD your God commanded to teach 
you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to 
possess it: 

2 That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his 
statutes and his commandments, which I command thee, 
thou, and thy son, and thy son’s son, all the days of thy life; 
and that thy days may be prolonged. 



3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may 
be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, as the 
LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land 
that floweth with milk and honey. 

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 

5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 

6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be 
in thine heart: 

7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, 
and when thou risest up. 

8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and 
they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 

9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, 
and on thy gates. 

10 And it shall be, when the LORD thy God shall have 
brought thee into the land which he sware unto thy fathers, 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and 
goodly cities, which thou buildedst not, 

11 And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not, 
and wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards and 
olive trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have 
eaten and be full; 

12 Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which brought 
thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 
bondage. 

13 Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and 



shalt swear by his name. 

14 Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people 
which are round about you; 

15 (For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest 
the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and 
destroy thee from off the face of the earth. 

16 Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted 
him in Massah. 

17 Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD 
your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he 
hath commanded thee. 

18 And thou shalt do that which is right and good in the 
sight of the LORD: that it may be well with thee, and that 
thou mayest go in and possess the good land which the 
LORD sware unto thy fathers. 

19 To cast out all thine enemies from before thee, as the 
LORD hath spoken. 

20 And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, 
What mean the testimonies, and the statutes, and the 
judgments, which the LORD our God hath commanded you? 

21 Then thou shalt say unto thy son, We were Pharaoh’s 
bondmen in Egypt; and the LORD brought us out of Egypt 
with a mighty hand: 

22 And the LORD shewed signs and wonders, great and 
sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his household, 
before our eyes: 

23 And he brought us out from thence, that he might bring 
us in, to give us the land which he sware unto our fathers. 

24 And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to 



fear the LORD our God, for our good always, that he might 
preserve us alive, as it is at this day. 

25 And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all 
these commandments before the LORD our God, as he hath 
commanded us. 

Ruth 1: Ruth Refuses to Leave Naomi 
1 Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, 
that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of 
Bethlehemjudah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, 
and his wife, and his two sons. 

2 And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of 
his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and 
Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehemjudah. And they came into 
the country of Moab, and continued there. 

3 And Elimelech Naomi’s husband died; and she was left, 
and her two sons. 

4 And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the 
name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other 
Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten years. 

5 And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the 
woman was left of her two sons and her husband. 

6 Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might 
return from the country of Moab: for she had heard in the 
country of Moab how that the LORD had visited his people in 
giving them bread. 

7 Wherefore she went forth out of the place where she was, 
and her two daughters in law with her; and they went on the 
way to return unto the land of Judah. 

8 And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return 
each to her mother’s house: the LORD deal kindly with you, 



as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. 

9 The LORD grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in 
the house of her husband. Then she kissed them; and they 
lifted up their voice, and wept. 

10 And they said unto her, Surely we will return with thee 
unto thy people. 

11 And Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye 
go with me? are there yet any more sons in my womb, that 
they may be your husbands? 

12 Turn again, my daughters, go your way; for I am too old 
to have an husband. If I should say, I have hope, if I should 
have an husband also to night, and should also bear sons; 

13 Would ye tarry for them till they were grown? would ye 
stay for them from having husbands? nay, my daughters; 
for it grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand of the 
LORD is gone out against me. 

14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah 
kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her. 

15 And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto 
her people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in 
law. 

16 And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return 
from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; 
and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God: 

17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: 
the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death 
part thee and me. 

18 When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with 



her, then she left speaking unto her. 

19 So they two went until they came to Bethlehem. And it 
came to pass, when they were come to Bethlehem, that all 
the city was moved about them, and they said, Is this 
Naomi? 

20 And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me 
Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 

21 I went out full and the LORD hath brought me home 
again empty: why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD 
hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted 
me? 

22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her 
daughter in law, with her, which returned out of the country 
of Moab: and they came to Bethlehem in the beginning of 
barley harvest. 

Proverbs 1: Wisdom Calls 
20 Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the 
streets: 

21 She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings 
of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying, 

22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the 
scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge? 

23 Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit 
unto you, I will make known my words unto you. 

24 Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched 
out my hand, and no man regarded; 

25 But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would 
none of my reproof: 



26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your 
fear cometh; 

27 When your fear cometh as desolation, and your 
destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and 
anguish cometh upon you. 

28 Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they 
shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: 

29 For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the 
fear of the LORD: 

30 They would none of my counsel: they despised all my 
reproof. 

31 Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and 
be filled with their own devices. 

32 For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and 
the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 

33 But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and 
shall be quiet from fear of evil. 

Psalm 103: God’s Blessed Goodness 
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name. 

2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 

3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy 
diseases; 

4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth 
thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; 

5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy 
youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 



6 The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all 
that are oppressed. 

7 He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the 
children of Israel. 

8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
plenteous in mercy. 

9 He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for 
ever. 

10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us 
according to our iniquities. 

11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his 
mercy toward them that fear him. 

12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he 
removed our transgressions from us. 

13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth 
them that fear him. 

14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are 
dust. 

15 As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the 
field, so he flourisheth. 

16 For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the 
place thereof shall know it no more. 

17 But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to 
everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness 
unto children’s children; 

18 To such as keep his covenant, and to those that 
remember his commandments to do them. 



19 The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and 
his kingdom ruleth over all. 

20 Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, 
that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his 
word. 

21 Bless ye the LORD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, 
that do his pleasure. 

22 Bless the LORD, all his works in all places of his 
dominion: bless the LORD, O my soul. 

Ezekiel 1: Ezekiel’s Vision of God 
4 And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the 
north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a 
brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the 
colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire. 

5 Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four 
living creatures. And this was their appearance; they had 
the likeness of a man. 

6 And every one had four faces, and every one had four 
wings. 

7 And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet 
was like the sole of a calf’s foot: and they sparkled like the 
colour of burnished brass. 

8 And they had the hands of a man under their wings on 
their four sides; and they four had their faces and their 
wings. 

9 Their wings were joined one to another; they turned not 
when they went; they went every one straight forward. 

10 As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face 
of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they 



four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also 
had the face of an eagle. 

11 Thus were their faces: and their wings were stretched 
upward; two wings of every one were joined one to another, 
and two covered their bodies. 

12 And they went every one straight forward: whither the 
spirit was to go, they went; and they turned not when they 
went. 

13 As for the likeness of the living creatures, their 
appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the 
appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the living 
creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went 
forth lightning. 

14 And the living creatures ran and returned as the 
appearance of a flash of lightning. 

15 Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel 
upon the earth by the living creatures, with his four faces. 

16 The appearance of the wheels and their work was like 
unto the colour of a beryl: and they four had one likeness: 
and their appearance and their work was as it were a wheel 
in the middle of a wheel. 

17 When they went, they went upon their four sides: and 
they turned not when they went. 

18 As for their rings, they were so high that they were 
dreadful; and their rings were full of eyes round about them 
four. 

19 And when the living creatures went, the wheels went by 
them: and when the living creatures were lifted up from the 
earth, the wheels were lifted up. 



20 Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither 
was their spirit to go; and the wheels were lifted up over 
against them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the 
wheels. 

21 When those went, these went; and when those stood, 
these stood; and when those were lifted up from the earth, 
the wheels were lifted up over against them: for the spirit of 
the living creature was in the wheels. 

22 And the likeness of the firmament upon the heads of the 
living creature was as the colour of the terrible crystal, 
stretched forth over their heads above. 

23 And under the firmament were their wings straight, the 
one toward the other: every one had two, which covered on 
this side, and every one had two, which covered on that 
side, their bodies. 

24 And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, 
like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, 
the voice of speech, as the noise of an host: when they 
stood, they let down their wings. 

25 And there was a voice from the firmament that was over 
their heads, when they stood, and had let down their wings. 

26 And above the firmament that was over their heads was 
the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire 
stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness 
as the appearance of a man above upon it. 

27 And I saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of 
fire round about within it, from the appearance of his loins 
even upward, and from the appearance of his loins even 
downward, I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and it 
had brightness round about. 

28 As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the 



day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round 
about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory 
of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I 
heard a voice of one that spake. 

Matthew 7: Christ’s Teaching 
24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and 
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his 
house upon a rock: 

25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it 
was founded upon a rock. 

26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and 
doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which 
built his house upon the sand: 

27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great 
was the fall of it. 

28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these 
sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine: 

29 For he taught them as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes. 

John 17: Christ Prays for Future Christians 
20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which 
shall believe on me through their word; 

21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and 
I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me. 

22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; 
that they may be one, even as we are one: 



23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast 
sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 

24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, 
be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, 
which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world. 

25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I 
have known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent 
me. 

26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will 
declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may 
be in them, and I in them. 

Acts 10: The Gospel Comes to Gentiles 
30 And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was fasting until this 
hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and, 
behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 

31 And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms 
are had in remembrance in the sight of God. 

32 Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose 
surname is Peter; he is lodged in the house of one Simon a 
tanner by the sea side: who, when he cometh, shall speak 
unto thee. 

33 Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well 
done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here 
present before God, to hear all things that are commanded 
thee of God. 

34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I 
perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 

35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 



righteousness, is accepted with him. 

36 The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) 

37 That word, I say, ye know, which was published 
throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the 
baptism which John preached; 

38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost 
and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all 
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 

39 And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in 
the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and 
hanged on a tree: 

40 Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him 
openly; 

41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before 
God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he 
rose from the dead. 

42 And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to 
testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the 
Judge of quick and dead. 

43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his 
name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of 
sins. 

44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on 
all them which heard the word. 

45 And they of the circumcision which believed were 
astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on 
the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify 



God. Then answered Peter, 

47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be 
baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? 

48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of 
the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days. 

Romans 5: Reconciliation with God 
6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly. 

7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet 
peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall 
be saved from wrath through him. 

10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life. 

11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the 
atonement. 

Ephesians 4:17-33: How Ought We to Live 
17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye 
henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of 
their mind, 

18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart: 

19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto 



lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 

20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 

21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught 
by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 

22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the 
old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 

23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 

24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteousness and true holiness. 

25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth 
with his neighbour: for we are members one of another. 

26 Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon 
your wrath: 

27 Neither give place to the devil. 

28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him 
labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that 
he may have to give to him that needeth. 

29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your 
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it 
may minister grace unto the hearers. 

30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption. 

31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, 
and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: 

32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you. 



Revelation 20: Judgment at a White Throne 
11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, 
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and 
there was found no place for them. 

12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; 
and the books were opened: and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the books, according to 
their works. 

13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: 
and they were judged every man according to their works. 

14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is 
the second death. 

15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life 
was cast into the lake of fire. 

Discussion Starters 
 Why does Moses lay so much stress on education? What 

does he see as the primary emphasis of education? 
 When Naomi spoke of being too old to bear sons for her 

daughter’s-in-law, what did she mean? (See 
Deuteronomy 25:5-10; Matthew 22:23ff) 

 What three foolish classes does Wisdom address in 
Proverbs 1? What are the consequences of ignoring 
wisdom? Can you think of other passages of scripture 
where God mocks fools? 

 Which of the benefits listed in Psalm 103 most thrills you? 
 What was Ezekiel’s response when he glimpsed the 

terrifying man-like being on the throne? 
 In Matthew 7, Jesus divides his hearers into two categories 

according to their response to him. Explain. 
 Summarize the highlights of Christ’s prayer in John 17 for 

future believers. 



 On what grounds did Peter feel justified in baptizing 
Cornelius and his household? 

 According to Paul’s teaching in Romans 5, what reconciles 
us to God? On what principle does he base our hope for 
salvation? 

 Summarize the principles by which Christians are to live, 
according to Ephesians 4. 

 Who does John describe as cast into the lake of fire in John 
20? 

 

Bible Verses 
Deuteronomy 25:5-10  
Matthew 22:23ff 


